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Welcome to the Children & Family Services Center’s quarterly newsletter.

COLLABORATIONS QUARTERLY
PERSPECTIVES FROM THE CHILDREN & FAMILY SERVICES CENTER
VOLUME 22 - SPRING 2018

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER!
TAG US ON INSTAGRAM!

Happy Spring!
Welcome once again to Collaborations Quarterly, Children & Family Services Center’s enewsletter designed to keep stakeholders engaged on happenings at CFSC and our member
agencies.
Please share this newsletter with your staff and supporters. Better communication leads to
more effective collaboration.
Have you visited our social media platforms? Connect with us on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter,
LinkedIn and our website.

#childrenfamilyclt
Welcome, Leading on Opportunity

CFSC is excited to welcome our newest HopeWorks tenant, Stephanie Cooper-Lewter,
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executive director of Leading on Opportunity. When Stephanie joined the CFSC family in
February, she brought one of Charlotte’s most visible nonprofits to our building.
Leading on Opportunity was formed as a result of a recommendation made by the CharlotteMecklenburg Opportunity Task Force that studied the issue of economic mobility – or the lack
of it – in Charlotte. The 19-member Council, chaired by James E. Ford (a former N.C. Teacher
of the Year) and Andrea Smith (Bank of America’s head of global HR), brings together a
representative group of area leaders spanning a range of disciplines and backgrounds –
grassroots, government, neighborhood, business, philanthropy, faith and nonprofit.
The mission of Leading on Opportunity is to connect sectors across the community to
implement the Task Force recommendations to improve economic mobility in Charlotte and
Mecklenburg County. The organization takes a systemic approach to addressing the key
determinants of early childhood education, college and career readiness and family stability,
while simultaneously focusing on the cross-cutting factors of segregation and social capital.
“Thank you for welcoming Leading on Opportunity to the Children and Family Services Center.
I have enjoyed being in a shared space with the many programs located here, and look forward
to seeing everyone in the months ahead,” said Stephanie.
All the CFSC partner agencies have been, and will continue, working to improve economic
mobility in Charlotte. We consider it a privilege to have Stephanie and Leading on Opportunity
as part of the CFSC family.

VITA tax prep assists 10,000
Hundreds of volunteers help thousands with the annual April ritual
Since 2005, Community Link has served as the lead administrator of the local IRS Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program for low- to moderate-income households in
Mecklenburg and Union counties.
With the assistance of several key community partners, including Goodwill Industries of the
Southern Piedmont, the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Public Library and the American Association of
Retired People (AARP), hundreds of IRS-trained and certified VITA volunteers served
approximately 10,000 households from January through April. Each household saved at least
$250 in filing fees thanks to these no-cost services provided by volunteers.
Community Link thanks the Children and Family Services Center and its partner agencies for
supporting a VITA site on the premises. Thanks also to Fifth Third Bank for being this year’s
signature VITA financial sponsor and expanding services into Union County.
Learn more by watching this brief video.

Pick your neighbors
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Do you know of an organization looking for great space and service-minded neighbors? Send
them to us!
The CFSC building has contiguous office space ranging from 1,185 to 2,144 square feet. It’s
Class A office space in the heart of uptown, and the rent is $22 to $23 per square foot.
You already know the benefits of being part of CFSC. Easy access to light rail and the transit
center make our building an ideal location for any organization serving clients who rely on
public transit. Access to our own surface parking lot makes the space even more attractive.
Please refer potential partners to Shelley White at 704.943.9409 or swhite@childrenfamily.org.
Learn more at http://www.childrenfamily.org/available-space/

A Child's Place
www.achildsplace.org
Shantiqua Neely, Executive Director

A Night of 4,000 Dreams Gala on May 19
Same gala, new name!
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A Child’s Place has rebranded our annual gala from “A Swine Evening” to “A Night of
4,000 Dreams” to reflect the number of students currently facing a housing crisis in
Charlotte. In fact, there are 4,191 students experiencing a housing crisis who have been
identified within CMS.
"A Night of 4,000 Dreams" will be held Saturday, May 19 at the Westin Charlotte. Last
year, through generous support from our community partners, the gala raised $327,000
to provide vital programming and resources for homeless children and their families.
We are excited to launch our new theme and welcome guests for an evening of food,
drink and live and silent auctions – all while celebrating the work of A Child’s Place, the
families we serve and our generous supporters.

Care Ring
www.careringnc.com
Don Jonas, Ph.D., Executive Director

Photo courtesy of WFAE 90.7

Care Ring recently received an exciting grant from the Susan G. Komen Charlotte
Affiliate. As part of Komen’s national effort to reduce breast cancer deaths by 50 percent
by 2026, this grant will enable Care Ring to improve access to comprehensive breast
health services for low-income, uninsured women in Mecklenburg County. We are
grateful to Komen Charlotte for this opportunity.
Listen to our Executive Director, Dr. Don Jonas, alongside Dr. Jordan Lipton, co-founder
of Signature Healthcare and Dr. Dan Murrey, chief medical officer at OptumCare’s
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Specialty Practices, as they talk with Mike Collins on WFAE’s Charlotte Talks about how
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to fix the American Healthcare System. The program aired on March 20.
Enjoy this special video about Jose and his son, both Physicians Reach Out (PRO)
patients, who are able to walk again thanks to the generosity of Ben Walker and
Matthew Scoggin, two new PRO providers at Level 4 Orthotics and Prosthetics.

A special thank you to The Duke Endowment and Carolinas Healthcare Foundation for a
recent grant of $660,000 over three years to support PRO. The grant will be used to
enroll new, high‐needs patients for primary care, chronic disease management and
social work support to address non‐medical needs, known as Social Determinates of
Health.

Communities In Schools
www.cischarlotte.org
Molly Shaw, Executive Director
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Dine out and do good on Tuesday, June 19. Make every bite count during Communities
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In Schools’ largest community-wide event, and invite your friends and family to join you
for breakfast, lunch or dinner – or all three!
Participating restaurants will donate a portion of their sales to CIS on June 19. All you
have to do is go out to eat!
Check www.cischarlotte.org to see an updated list of participating restaurants. Many
thanks to our title sponsor, Bank of America, for supporting Dine Out For Kids and our
mission to surround students with a community of support, empowering them to stay in
school and achieve in life.

Community Link
www.communitylinknc.org
Floyd Davis, President and CEO

Thanks to presenting sponsor, Crowder Construction, Community Link will host the
Seventh Annual Sweet Escapes event to raise funds for its mission to enable
individuals to get and sustain safe, decent and affordable housing.
This “foodie” event, to be held on Saturday, May 19 at 7 p.m. at the Mint Museum
Randolph Road, includes fine chocolates from Belgium, savory eats and decadent
sweets presented by the Piedmont Culinary Guild top chefs, signature drinks from Tito’s
Vodka and a silent auction offering beach trips, fly fishing, champagne, hot air balloon
ride, Segway tours through historic uptown Charlotte and an aviation experience over
the Queen City, to name a few.
Join us. Purchase your tickets today at www.Sweet-Escapes.org or contact event
organizer, Steffi Travis, at (704) 943-9512 or stravis@communitylinknc.org.

RAIN
www.carolinarain.org
Debbie Warren, Executive Director
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RAIN’s Vice President of Operations, Chelsea Gulden, was a panelist on WFAE’s
Charlotte Talks with Mike Collins in February. She joined Mecklenburg County Health
Director, Gibbie Harris, to discuss Mecklenburg’s HIV rates and access to pre-exposure
prophylaxis (PrEP) and post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP).
Mecklenburg County’s rate of new HIV infections has been declining in recent years but
is still more than double the national average. And the county has the second-highest
rate in North Carolina.
For the full story, please click Charlotte Talks.

Renaissance West Community Initiative
www.rwci.org
William (Mack) McDonald, Chief Executive Officer
RWCI will host a four-part financial workshop series during May and June, leading up to
our big Resource Fair/Block Party and Fifth Third eBus on June 23. Special thanks to
Fifth Third Bank for presenting some topics from their Empower U Financial Program.
The topics, dates and times are:
- Saving Money and Successful Budgeting (May 9, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.)
- Five Strategies to Slash Debt (May 23, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.)
- Simply Ways to Boost Your Credit Score (June 13, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
- How to Prepare for Homeownership (June 23, in conjunction with the eBus,
11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
For more information on how to volunteer for the Resource Fair/Block Party, please
contact our Senior Associate Program Officer, Jackie Tynan, at jtynan@rwci.org.
Each Saturday, students in kindergarten through fifth grade come to the RWCI
community center for fun and engaging STEAM-based projects through a partnership
with Digi-Bridge. #STEAMSaturdays allow students to problem solve with projects
involving science, technology, engineering, arts and math.
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To learn how you can support our students with educational out-of-school time activities,
please contact our Development Officer, Amanda Golmont, at agolmont@rwci.org.

Safe Alliance
www.safealliance.org
Karen Parker, President and CEO

The Safe Alliance logo is the lotus flower. It begins life in the mud at the bottom of a
pond and grows upward through the water’s waves and currents and blooms into a
beautiful flower when it surfaces.
We believe this process is symbolic of the inspirational journey our clients travel with
Safe Alliance. People come to us in a crisis that many would define as the worst of their
lives. Clients use the knowledge, resources and tools gained through their engagement
with Safe Alliance to empower themselves and blossom like the lotus.
The petals of our lotus flower are the national awareness colors for domestic violence
(purple), sexual assault (teal), child abuse (blue) and mental health (green). Our tagline,
where hope and healing begin, reflects our mission to provide hope and healing to those
impacted by domestic violence and sexual assault.
We remain grateful for our generous community partners who understand these
intersecting issues and who share their expertise and resources with us on behalf of the
families we serve daily.

Supportive Housing Communities
www.supportivehousingcommunities.org
Pam Jefsen, Executive Director
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Last July, SHC purchased a 32-unit apartment complex to provide more affordable
housing units for chronically homeless individuals and families living with disabilities.
Now, after six months of renovations, we are thrilled to show off an updated building that
helps preserve and add to affordable housing stock in Charlotte.
SHC will host a drop-in open house with a buffet lunch for supporters, partner agencies,
elected officials and community members to learn more about our cutting-edge approach
to end homelessness in Charlotte.
Please come help us celebrate our new apartment community on Saturday, May 5 from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at St. Johns Place (2314 St. Johns Church Road) in Charlotte.
To respond, please contact Malia Suhren at malia@aplacetoliveagain.org.

Carolina Youth Coalition
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These are exciting times for Carolina Youth Coalition, as we look to hire our first staff
and begin recruiting students in May! Leading us into our first year of operation in
Charlotte is our Executive Director, Aaron Randolph.
Aaron earned his master’s degree in education from the Harvard Graduate School of
Education and a bachelor’s degree from Cornell University. He relocated to Charlotte in
July with his fiancée, Lizzy, and is driven by a belief in the power of education to create
lasting generational change. Learn more.
The mission of Carolina Youth Coalition is to prepare high-achieving, under-resourced
students to enter, excel in and graduate from college so they can be full participants in
society. Learn more at carolinayouth.org, or stop by and see us in HopeWorks, Suite
330J

Community School of the Arts
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This summer, CSA is excited to offer a variety of outstanding music and art camps
taught by our professional faculty at convenient Charlotte locations. With almost 50
years of experience in high-quality art and music instruction, CSA welcomes students
from age 4 to 18 to explore their talents at our creative music and art camps.
Each week-long camp nurtures students' talent with caring, professional faculty;
engaging curriculum; and celebratory performances and exhibitions. With themes
ranging from “Band Camp: Concert and Jazz” to “Brushes and Rhymes: Slam Poetry
and Action Painting,” each of CSA’s 20 camps and workshops will provide a unique,
creative opportunity for students during the summer.
We invite you and your family to join us for our creative camps – designed to ignite
artistic passion and invigorate the spirit. For more information about our summer
programs and to register, click here!

Look for our next column in our 2018 Summer Issue.
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P.S.
Let's keep the conversation going. Tell us your success stories, how collaboration has helped
your clients and what you’d like to see in Collaborations Quarterly. Contact
sreidy@childrenfamily.org with your feedback and story ideas.

Like us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram
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